
The palm oil sector IS NOT a driver
of deforestation in Colombia
2 0 1 1   –   2 0 1 7   o i l   p a l m   –   r e l a t e d   d e f o r e s t a t i o n   b a s e l i n e  

1 The National Agricultural Frontier excludes all primary forest areas as of January 1, 2011; 
therefore, any area deforested after that date must be restored to its previous forest cover.
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It was developed
 by the Institute 

of Hydrology, 
Meteorology and 

Environmental 
Studies- IDEAM- 
with information 

from the Colombian 
Forests and Carbon 
Monitoring System 

- SMBYC. 

The baseline was  
generated for the 

Zero Deforestation 
Agreement of the 

palm oil supply chain 
in Colombia.

This date is consistent with the base year for the GHG 
Emission Reduction Targets under the Paris Agreement,
and with that used to delimit Colombia’s  Agricultural Frontier.1

The      main
inputs used by

IDEAM to generate
this baseline were:

This baseline is 
the first source 

of official 
information 

on deforestation 
associated with 

the palm oil 
sector in Colombia.

Its cut-off date is January 1st, 2011,
which is also being used for similar

 Zero Deforestation agreements 
in other supply chains.
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During this period,

183,282
new hectares
of oil palm
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Although the impact of the palm oil sector in Colombia’s
deforestation was very low for the 2011-2017 period, it can 
be reduced even more to achieve the zero-deforestation goal.
These maps show oil palm areas with incidence on 
deforestation, for which the palm oil sector will implement 
a specific strategy to prevent such impacts in the future.
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Maps: Statistic Information System 
of the Palm Oil Sector – SISPA.
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In the 
southwestern
area, the 2011-
2017 deforestation 
analysis included the 
collective territories of 
afro-descendant communities 
that have oil palm crops. Most 
deforestation that was recorded in 
these territories is unrelated to oil palm.


